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OPINION 1207 

LEPTOTYPHLOPS AHD RAMPHOTYPHLOPS 

FITZINGER, 1843 (REPTILIA, SERPENTES): 

CONSERVED 

RULING.— (1) Under the plenary powers, the generic name 
Typhlina Wagler, 1830, is hereby suppressed for the purposes of the 
Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List 
of Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified: 

(a) Leptotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843 (gender: masculine), 
type species, by original designation, Typhlops 
nigricans Schlegel, 1839 (Name Number 2155); 

(b) Ramphotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843 (gender: 
masculine), type species, by original designation, 
Typhlops miiltilineatus Schlegel, 1839 (Name Number 
2156). 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List 
of Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Number specified: 

(a) nigricans Schlegel, 1839, as published in the binomen 
Typhlops nigricans (specific name of type species of 
Leptotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843 (Name Number 2797); 

(b) miiltilineatus Schlegel, 1839, as published in the 
binomen Typhlops miiltilineatus (specific name of 
type species of Ramphotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843) 
(Name Number 2798). 

(4) The family-group name LEPTOTYPHLOPIDAE 
Stejneger, 1891 (1890) (type genus Leptotyphlops) is hereby placed 
on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology with the 
Name Number 536. 

HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)2155 

An application for the conservation of the generic names 
Leptotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843 and Ramphotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843 
was first received from Dr A. Stimson {British Museum, Natural 
History), Dr Joan Robb {University of Auckland, New Zealand) and 
Dr Garth Underwood {City of London Polytechnic) on 28 October 
1975. It was sent to the printer on 9 June 1976 and published on 31 
March 1977 in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, pp. 204-207. Public notice 
of the possible use of the plenary powers in the case was given in the 
same part of the Bulletin as well as to eight general periodicals and 
one specialist periodical. 

The application was supported by Professor Hobart M. Smith 
{University of Colorado) {Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 34, pp. 141-142) to 
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whom Dr Stimson and Dr Underwood replied (ibid.). No other 
comments were received. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 29 June 1981 the members of the Commission were invited 
to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1981) 3 for or 
against the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, pp. 205-206 
and vol. 34, pp. 141-142. At the close of the voting period on 29 
September 1981 the state of the voting was as follows: 

^otes — twenty-one (21) received in the 
following order: Melville, Holthuis, Alvarado, Halvorsen, 
Mroczkowski, Yokes, Ride, Tortonese, Kraus, Willink, Hahn, 
Cogger, Habe, Heppell, Brinck, Binder, Bayer, Corliss, Nye 
Welch, Bernardi 

Negative Vote — Sabrosky. 

Trjapitzin was on leave of absence. A late affirmative vote was 
received from Lehtinen. No votes were returned by Dupuis and 
Starobogatov. 

The following comments were returned by members of the 
Commission with their voting papers: 

Sabrosky: T have no objection to conserving the widely used 
Leptotyphlops (and LEPTOTYPHLOPIDAE) but 1 object to the 
suppression of a subjective synonym, Typhlina, that some day could 
be used for septemstriatus and its relatives. This was an ideal place 
for giving precedence to the junior name for authors who believe 
both names to be synonymous, while leaving the older one available 
for use if needed.’ 

Ha/m: T would have preferred to use the “relative 
precedence’ procedure. In that way Typhlina could not compete 
with Leptotyphlops but could remain in use if nigricans and 
septemstriatus are placed in different genera.’ 

Bayer: ‘Although these inconspicuous snakes are mainly of 
taxonomic importance and have no medical significance the 
overwhelming preponderance of usage in a bulky literature justifies 
conservation of Leptotyphlops and leads me to vote as requested.’ 

ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

^ following are the original references for the names placed 
on Offii^l Lists and an Official Index by the ruling given in the 
present Opinion: 

LEPTOT’VPHLOPIDAE Stejneger, 1891, Proc. U.S. nat. Mus., 

vol. 14, p. 501 

Leptotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843, Syst. Kept., p. 24 
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miiltilineatuSy Typlilops^ Schlegel, 1839, Abbildungen neuer oder 
iinvollstdndigbekannter Amphibieriy p. 40 
nigricansy Typhlops^ Schlegel, 1839, Abbildungen neuer oder 
unvollstdndig bekonnter Amphibieny p. 38 
Rampliotyphlops Fitzinger, 1843, Syst. Rept.^ p. 24. 

CERTIFICATE 


I hereby certify that the votes cast on V.P.(81)3 were cast as 
set out above, that the proposal contained in that voting paper has 
been duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision 
so taken, being the decision of the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the present Opinion 
No. 1207. 


R.V. MELVILLE 


Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
7 December 1981 


